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Introduction

The Internet brings opportunities to all of us in a way no other tool ever has.

Perhaps the biggest way to take advantage of this tool is to create your own website. A website is
almost always a good investment of your time when it comes to making money online. It can be the
starting point and backbone of anything else you try...

It can also make you money right up-front.
And without you having to have any of your own products.

The beauty of this is that we’re not about to walk through making a single page site, like several
social sites permit you to do easily, but a whole website underneath your own domain name that
you’ll modify and boost whenever you want.

A website allows you to reach potential customers either locally or around the world without paying
extortionate marketing costs.

Not only that but you can target the right customers for your product.

If you don't have a product, don't worry. I'll show you how to sell products from Amazon, and get a
cut of the profits.

A quick introduction to Wordpress — your new best friend.

Before we move on (I know you’ll be desperate to get going so I'll keep this brief) I just wanted to
write a small note about the software we’ll be using to get your website set up.

You may have heard of Wordpress. It’s massive right now. And it’s great.
Wordpress makes having a website — and adding things to it - easy and convenient.

Using Wordpress will mean you have more time to focus on the content of your site instead of the
techie side of setting it up and getting things on to it.

Wordpress is commonly known as blogging software, but it can do much much more than that. Used
in the way I'm about to show you, it can produce an extremely professionally looking website.

And it has all been designed so that both complete novices and more advanced users can benefit
from it equally. So, with the help of Wordpress, you'll be able to build a great website without doing
anything too technical.

Follow this advice, and once you start the building process you could have the basics of your website
online in a couple of hours.

Let’s get started...

Continued over...



YOUR BRILLIANT WEBSITE



YOUR BRILLIANT WEBSITE

Chapter 1:

Choosing your domain name

The first thing you need to do is choose a web address, or ‘domain name, to use the technical term.

This is a fairly important decision and one you certainly shouldn’t rush into. Take the time to explore
different options and jot down all your ideas.

You can find hundreds of long-winded articles about how to go about choosing the right domain,
but here are the main points to consider:

o Stay on-topic — This is the most important tip. If your website is all about bananas, the domain
name bananas.com would be far more appropriate than mybrilliantsite.com.

Not only is this common sense, but Google also use your domain name to determine what
your website is about. So if you want your website to appear on Google when people type in
fishing, then having that word in your domain is highly recommended.

Of course if you already have a business and you are setting up a website for it, you'll want to
choose a domain that is as close as possible to your business name. So if you own a pub called
The Packhorse, then ‘packhorsepub.com’ would be a good option.

« Be brief - Short domain names are always easier to remember than long ones.

 Keep it simple - If possible avoid using words that are difficult to spell. The simpler, the better.

« Extend wisely - The domain extension is the bit at the end. You know, the .com or .net bit.

To clarify, .com and .net are both suitable for any website and target a worldwide audience.
Regional domains such as .co.uk are for websites that are intended for people in a specific
country. Then you've got extensions like .org for educational sites and charities and .gov for
government sites, as well as a few others.

My advice on this is always the same, if you're unsure, go for a .com.

If you've got a bit of extra cash to play with, buy .co.uk as well as .com . That way you avoid someone
else having a similar domain to you, and your customers finding the wrong site.

Of course, because the Internet has been going for such a long time now, you might find that the
domain you want has already been taken (I'll show you how to find out in a moment).

If that happens you can try adding a simple descriptive word to the end of your domain. Something
like ‘news; ‘secrets, ‘advice’ or ‘world’ could work. So, if your site is about sewing, your domain
would be ‘sewingworld.com’

If you follow each of these simple rules, you should end up with a concise, highly relevant domain
name to be proud of and the perfect platform upon which to build your website.

Continued over...
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Chapter 2:

Registering your domain name and
getting it hosted

After coming up with a domain name you need to check it’s available, and then register it, so that it
becomes your property.

You also need to find somewhere to host the website you're planning to build on it.

Fortunately, there are hundreds of companies that will provide the dual-service of registering your
domain and hosting your website, which makes it incredibly quick and easy to do.

Personally, I always use landl.co.uk as I find their customer service to be really good. This is par-
ticularly helpful if you are new to making websites and find technical terms a bit daunting!

Of course you can choose from the many hosting providers out there. But if you plan to install
Wordpress, make sure they offer an ‘easy install’ or ‘one-click build’ option for Wordpress. If you are
unsure, stick with land1.co.uk and follow my example exactly...

So, go to www.land1.co.uk and you’ll see the ‘Domains and Email’ button at the top left. Hover over
this and click on ‘Register your preferred domain today’

The first thing you'll have to do is check whether the domain you want to buy is available.

1&1 Customer Shop Customer Login Webmail Login ~ Affiliate Program | FAQ | Contact

SALES & SUPPORT
DOMAINS & E-MAIL MYWEBSITE WEB HOSTING SERVERS  E-COMMERCE f0844 335 121 1

Domains Domains
Register your preferred domain toda Secure your preferred domain
name today!
Check the availability of your prefer, i

Transfer your domain to 1&1 (it's e

> E-Mail-Solutions
Collaborative e-mail solutions for home or business

\ Smartphone Apps for Domain & E-Mails

Simply enter your preferred domain in the box on the left hand side of the screen, check the .co.uk
and .com boxes, and click on the ‘check’ button:

per year E8'99 .CO per year £29'99

All domain prices...

“l.couk #lcom [ leu
wWww. sewingnews [.piz [Jorguk [ l.org
Expert domaintips ["eanrw [ Lmauk

Continued over...
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As I mentioned earlier, you may find that your domain is unavailable. You'll see a page like this:

WE HAVE CHECKED THE FOLLOWING DOMAIN NAMES FOR YOU:

Status Your Selection
www.sewingworld.co available i}

Status Your Selection
www.sewingworld.co.uk already registered 0 Transfer Domain
www.sewingworld.com already registered o Transfer Domain

ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTIONS

Don’t worry if this happens. You'll be offered a list of possible alternatives underneath. If none of
these are suitable, scroll to the bottom of the page and enter another domain in the search box. Try
changing the end of the domain slightly... in the above example ‘sewingworld.com’ is taken so I
might try ‘sewingsecrets.com’ for example.

Once you've found an available domain, click the continue button and you’ll be taken to the next
page to choose your hosting package.

If you are planning a fairly small website you’ll only need the starter package. You can always up-
grade later if you find your website gets bigger.

The starter package currently costs £2.49 a month and you get 6 months free. Not bad huh?

Click ‘Sign up’ The next page will ask you if you want to buy additional domain extentions like .eu,
.net, .org etc. Uncheck all the boxes if you don’t wish to buy these. You may also be asked if you want
additional services on the following page. Just click the ‘No thanks’” button until you reach the pay-
ment page and fill in your details. (Make a note of your password, you'll need it.)

Once you've made your purchase wait for the registrations email to come through before you move
onto the next chapter. This can sometimes take a couple of hours.

Justregister the [l Use as a personal il A hosting package [An ideal solution fol
domain(s) or corporate e-mail Jll to get you started [l your professional
website

1&1 Instant Domain 1&1 Instant Mail 1&1 Starter 1&1 Standard

3MONTHS 6MONTHS 6 MONTHS

FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE!

then £ 0.69 /mo. then £ 2.49 /mo. then £ 4.99 fmo.

> Sign Up > Sign Up ig > Sign Up

Domains
@ wen adaress Features

> All About Domains FREE Included Domains —

> Service & Support Subdomains

* First Domain

Masked URL Forwarding

Forward your visitors to any. v v v v

And that’s about it. Told you it was easy.

You're now ready to build your website.
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Chapter 3:
Installing Wordpress

There are many ways to go about building a website, but I always, and I mean always, use Wordpress,
which I believe to be the finest publishing platform available.

Not only is it startlingly simple to use, but you can also create beautiful, professional-looking web-
sites in a matter of minutes.

So, I'm first going to talk you through how to setup Wordpress and then how to use it to create your
own super-duper website.

Start by logging into your Control Panel on the land1.co.uk website here: https://admin.land1.co.uk
(use the account number from your registrations email and the password you set up when ordering).

Once inside, you’'ll see all manner of buttons and various options to choose from. But what we're
looking for is named ‘click and build’ Sounds easy doesn't it? You’'ll find this in the “Website / Appli-

cations’ section here:

m Domains & Web Space » E Account Management » =

Domains User Settings y

Domains Address, Password, Payment seffings, Newsletter Seffings 18
S Web Space @, Contract Data
== Global PHP Version, Local PHP Settings, Protected Directories, = Expense Tracker, Billing Overview, Message Board

MySQL Administration, Git, Quota Contract fool, Order More Features, Switch to Another Package
e R 6 MONTHS FREE!

Then starting at £2.49/month*

& FTP Account, Secure Shell Access (SSH), WebspaceExplorer
ﬁ Communication & Online Storage »

“« Details >
Communication

Website/Applications »» 181 WebMail, E-mail Administration, Newsletter-Tool,
Create 181 WebDesk user accounts, 1&1 Mailing Lists
181 eshop Enhance your 181 package
181 EasyShop i} 181 Oniine Storage Wl Get more visitors,
Manage 1&1 Onling Storage users rolect =
§7pg PrUlect your PC,
il s
w2y Website (@’ . .
g WebsiteBuilder, Click & Buik easily, and n
more!
Downloads & Help »
Q For Your Website |
=~ 1&1 SileAnalytics, Google Sitem! ent, i
! g — Details L

Dynamic Content
1&1 EasyLogin, Software Licences, Download Software,

Reference

Now you’ll see a list of applications. Wait a few seconds for the list to load, and then scroll down
until you see the Wordpress logo (it will be fairly near the top):

&) stnt -
ek & buike

= .

Continued over...
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Click on ‘install application’
When you are taken to the next page check the box to accept the terms and conditions and click ‘next.

You'll then be transported to the Wordpress quick-installation page, which will create the basic
framework of the site for you with a simple click (or two) of a button.

All you have to do now is fill in the form to complete the process:

Installation settings

Name * [ packhorsePub 7

Domain ™. @ Existing domain / subdomain
packhorsepub.com =

) Create new subdomain

Anwendung

Administrater's login ™

Password *:

Repeat Password =

Administrator's email | com

Weblog title *: | The Packhorse Pub

Interface language = | Engiish [+]

i m

Firstly, give your site a name. This is just for identifying your site within your control panel, so
choose anything relevant to your site.

Next, you have to decide which domain youd like to install Wordpress onto. You'll be given a few op-
tions (even though you only have one domain) but always select the address as youd want people to
see it. In the example above it is packhorsepub.com.

Create your Username and Password. Make sure you choose something you’ll remember or make a
note, as you need this information to login to your Wordpress website once it has been created.

Lastly choose a “Weblog Title’ for your blog. This is the name that will appear at the top of people’s
browsers when they are on your site, so choose something simple that gives your website a name. In
this example above I have chosen “The Packhorse Pub.

Click the blue ‘Install’ button.

This will now install Wordpress onto your domain.
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Chapter 4.
Setting up your Wordpress website

Once you've completed the installation of Wordpress, you can visit your domain where there should
now be a fully functional website in place.

A design or ‘theme’ is there by default, but don’t worry if you hate how it looks because you can
change the whole thing very easily.

So, we need to start by logging in.

You can always login to your Wordpress website by adding ‘/wp-admin’ to your domain. So, if your
domain is bananas.com, you can login by visiting ‘www.bananas.com/wp-admin.

Once you're on that page, this is what you should see:

@WORDPRESS

_:. n > s m

Simply enter the username and password you chose in the installation process and click ‘Log In’ You
might also want to select the ‘Remember M¢’ box, so that you don’t have to enter your details every
single time you want to gain access.

Continued over...
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Once logged in, you’'ll see the dashboard of your site, which will look like this:

.
\

(W) Example Site

i} Dashboard | v | Dashboard

Dashboard
Updates Right Now
Content
5P Posts
- 0 Posts
(i) i
Media 8 Pages
& Links 1 Category
] Pages O Tags
C:J Comments Theme Genesis with 2 Widgets
You are using WordPress 3.0.1.
=~ (Genesis
Recent Comments
@ Appearance
No comments yet.
,@3 Plugins
% L Incoming Links
T4 Tools
This dashboard widget queries Google Blog Search so that wher
Settings has found no incoming links... yet. It's okay — there is no rush.
£ Gallery
L r_\ Plugins
Most Popular
Nast s dan mlasisnn alidash s and anhata sallawian flaseally

As you can see by the menu on the left, there’s plenty to explore.

First things first you need to make sure the domain and tag line are set correctly for your website
(don’t worry if you're not sure what these are... all will become clear!)

If you run your mouse over the ‘Settings’ button on the left hand menu, an arrow will appear. If you
click on that arrow, a dropdown menu will appear:

& Users

“In
T} Tools
Tl
Settings h:
General
Writing Pl
Reading
. _ M
Discussion
Media Pc
Privacy
Permalinks N
R
B~ st
|£ Gallery
R

Now click on the ‘General’ button.

10
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You will be taken to this page:

Dashboard

General Settings
Posts
Media Site Title The Packhorse Pub
Links . - ;
Tagline Serving Good Food & Drink Near Stonehenge In a few words, explain what this site is about.
Pages
Comments WordPress address (URL) http://waw.packhorsepub.com
Site address (URL) http://waw. packhorsepub.com Enter the address here if you want your site homepage to be different fi
Appearance directory you installed WordPress.
Plugins @ .
E-mail address email@example.coml This address is used for admin purposes, like new user notification.
, Users
Tools Membership [C] Anyone can register
| Settings x MNew User Default Role Subscriber =]
eneral
Iriting Timezone utc+o = UTC time is 2612-81-18 16:31:59
eading Choose a city in the same timezone as you.

iscussion

First, change your tagline to something appropriate. It may be set to ‘Just Another Wordpress Site’
by default so change it to something relevant to your site. This will show up when people search for
your site on Google and also at the top of their browser when they are looking at your site.

Choose something which sums up what your website or business does in a succinct way. In the
above example for a Pub close to Stonehenge, I have used ‘Serving Good Food and Drink Near
Stonehedge’

Next, check your ‘Wordpress address’ and ‘Site Address’ are correct. So, if your domain is bananas.
com, make sure that http://www.bananas.com is written in the boxes next to “‘Wordpress address’ and
‘Site Address. Sometimes it is set as http://bananas.com without the ‘www’ part, so just add that in.

Click ‘save changes’ at the bottom of the page.

It's worth taking the time to look at all of the settings pages to gain a better understanding of how
Wordpress works and the different functions you can quickly alter with the click of a button:

\ Settings

General

o —
‘_

Reading

Discussion

Media w

Privacy

Permalinks h

But we won't dwell on that right now as there are more pressing issues at hand.

Continued over...
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Creating and editing pages on Wordpress

The whole point of Wordpress is that it makes adding and editing pages on your website incredibly
simple. That’s why it is known as a ‘content management system’ or CMS.

And once you get to grips with some basic concepts, you'll find it easy to accomplish both of these
tasks.

The first thing you need to understand is the difference between the two types of content you can
create using Wordpress - posts and pages.

&~ Posts
Posts
Add New
Categories
Post Tags

Automatic Upgrade
ZF Media
¢* Links
| Pages

Pages
Add New

This can be complicated to explain as they are both effectively the same thing — a page on your web-
site.

The only differences between the two are that posts live inside categories and are ordered by date,
whereas pages standalone and remain completely static.

They generally form the information pages on the menu bar of your site like ‘About Us’” or ‘How to
Find Us.

When setting up a website you need to determine how best to use these two distinct content types.
But don't be daunted; it’s actually remarkably simple.

Here are some examples for both:

Posts

If you were writing a blog or an online journal, youd use a post. This is because you want the content
to be kept in order and filed under categories so people can find it based on its subject or the date it
was written.

12
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Pages

If you were creating an ‘About Us’ or ‘Contact Us’ section, youd use a page. This is because these parts
of your site are not time specific and they stand completely alone from all other content on your site.

Don't worry if you still aren’t completely sure about the difference between posts and pages, as I'm
now going to walk you through how to add content to your Wordpress website to help you gain a
better understanding.

Using posts, categories and pages to create a website structure in
Wordpress
By default, Wordpress websites are setup as a blog, with your latest posts displayed on the homepage.

So the first thing we're going to do is delete the default post Wordpress automatically creates titled
‘Hello world!.

On the dashboard, move the mouse over the ‘Posts’ menu and click the arrow to enable the drop-
down. Then select the ‘Posts’ button:

57 Posts 7

Posts
Add New &
Categories

Post Tags

You'll then see your one default post listed. Move your mouse over the title ‘Hello world!’ That will
reveal options. Select “Trash’ to get rid of the post:

L] 1

[ Hello world!
Edit | Quick Edit | Trash | View

Now you've deleted the default post, you can create your own first post by selecting the ‘Add New’
option from the menu:

5 Posts v
Posts |

Add New h

Categories

Post Tags

Continued over...
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Start by giving your post a title in the box at the very top of the page:

5 Edit Post /

Bananas are awesome!

Permalink: http://www.benl0uk.com/bananas-are-awesome | Edit Get Shortlink

Ubload/Insert =1 0 A 1

The box directly below is where you create the main content of your post:

Bananas are awesome!

Permalink: http://www.benl0uk.com/bananas-are-awesome | Edit Get Shortlink

Upload/Insert = &2 7 &

B || 1| i=|i=| ¢

1
]
Ikl

| =EEE
A~ @@ e H '

Paragreph v | U |

Bananas are awesome......etc, etc, etc, etc,etc, etc, etc, etc,etce, etce, etc, etc,el
ete,ete, ete, etc, ete,etc, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, etc,etc, ete,
ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,etc, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,etc,
etc, etc, ete,etc, etc, etce, etc,etc, ete, etc, etc,etc, etc, etc, etc,etc, etc, etc, etc,
ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,etce, ete, ete, ete,etc, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete,
etc, etc,elc, etc, etc, ete,etce, etc, etc, etc,etc, etc, ete, ete,etc, ete, etc, etc,etc,
Path: p

Word count: 132

Excerpt

Excerpts are optional hand-crafted summaries of your content that can be used in your theme. Le

You can use the formatting options at the top of the box to edit your content. You can also insert
pictures and videos easily by clicking the Wordpress upload tool buttons:

Upload/insert = B 2
B LAk = =66 ] | =

== = |9 v|| B | 5=
Pragaph v U = A~ @@ 2 HQ

14
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If youre curious about how your post will look when it’s uploaded to your website, you can click the
‘Preview’ button on the right hand side of the screen. This is a really useful tool and one that I use
regularly when adding/editing content:

Publish

Save Draft Preview

Status: Draft Edit
Visibility: Public Edit

(1] Publish immediately Edit

Once you've finished working on your post and you're happy with how it looks, you need to create a
category to put it in. By default, it will go into the ‘Uncategorised’ category (confusing I know).

Click on the ‘Add New Category Button’ on the right hand side of the screen:

Categories

All Categories Most Used

(7] Uncategorized

+ Add New Category

Type the name of your new category and click the ‘Add New Category’ button:

+ Add New Category

Bananas|
— Parent Category —/ ~|

Add New Category

It should now appear as a category in the list:

M Bananas
(] Uncategorized

Continued over...
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That category can now be used to store any other posts to do with that particular subject in the
tuture. So if I write ten more posts about Bananas, they can all go into the bananas category.

There’s no limit to the number of categories you can create and you can put a post into as many cat-
egories as you like.

So now you've given your post a title, written out the content and put it into a category. Youre now
ready to publish, so hit the ‘Publish’ button on the right of the screen:

Publish

Save Draft Preview

Status: Draft Edit
Visibility: Public Edit

"] Publish immediately Edit

Once you've published, you'll be given the option to “View Post” and it’s a good idea to do so straight-
away to check for any possible mistakes.

And don't forget, because the homepage is configured to show your latest posts, the post you've just
created will be displayed right at the top:

:
Example Site Just another WordPress sie

Bananas are awesomel! ( Search

Recent Posts
Bananas are awesome......ete, ete, etc, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, S rooR)
etc,ete, ete, ete, ete,etce, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, etc, etc, ete,ete, etc, ete, etc,etc, ete, Recent Comments

etc, etc,ete, ete, ete, eteete, elc, ete, ete,ete, etc, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, etc, eteete,

ete, etc, eteete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, f"::'::m:m i
etc,ele, ele, elc, ete,ele, ele, ele, ele,ele, etc, ele, ele,ele, ete, elc, ete,elc, ele, ele, ele,etc, ete, i
ete, etc,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, etc, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, Categories
etc, etc, etc,ete, ete, etc, ete,etce, ete, ete, ete,etc, etc, ete, etc,etc, ete, etc, etc,ete, etc, etc, % Ao
etc,etc, ete, etc, ete,ete, ete, ele, etc,ete, etc, etc, ete,ete, etc, ete, etc,etc, etce, ete, etc, Meta
= Site Admin
ent | Edit = Log out

= Entries RSS
= Commentis RSS
= WordPress.org

16
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Notice also how the new category has appeared on the menu on the right:
Recent Posts

= Bananas are awesome!
Recent Comments

Archives

= September 2010

Categories

= Bananas
Meta \

Site Admin

Log out

Entries RSS
Comments RSS

If I were to now create another post, this time about Apples, it would appear at the top of the home-
page with the Bananas post moving down below it.

So without doing hardly anything, we already have the perfect structure for a blog and can start add-
ing content using posts and categories.

But now I want to create an ‘About’ page to tell people all about my website. So I go back into the
Dashboard and move the mouse over the ‘Pages’ menu, click the arrow to reveal the dropdown and
click the ‘Pages’ button:

Pages v

-~ Pages ‘ ‘
Add New |

This reveals the list of pages already created. And again, Wordpress has given us a page by default
and as luck would have it, it’s an ‘About’ page, just like I wanted.

So instead of deleting the page, 'm going to move the mouse over the About’ title and click the edit
option:
Bulk Actions L' Apply Show all dates

[ Title

] About
Edit | Quick Edit | Trash | View

[ Title

Bulk Actions ~| | Apply

Continued over...
17
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You’ll immediately notice that adding a page is exactly the same as adding a post, except that you
don’t have to put your page into any categories as it stands alone from the rest of your content.

i | Edit Page
About

Permalink: http:/ /www.ben10uk.com/about | Edit View Page

Upload/insert [ £ A &
B 7 |[ae[i=]i=] | =|=]|=] =ENE
Paragraph | v | U = A' 5| Liﬁ _\Z Hi2 =|:E| |9 @

This is some information about my website.

Path: p
Word count: 2

Custom Fields

Once you've given your page a title you're happy with and added the main content, hit the ‘Update’
button on the right hand side of the screen.

Publish

Preview Changes
Status: Published Edit
Visibility: Public Edit
("] Published on: Sep 6, 2010 @ 11:36 Edit

S e

Move to Trash

Once you've updated your edited page, you get the option to view it:
Edit Page
Page updated. View page ‘

18
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Notice how pages are listed in the menu at the top of the page in this theme:

Example Site

it

[ERIEEY o & —

'{ =

About

This is some information about my website.

Edit

And every time I add a page to my Wordpress site, it will be listed on that top menu.

If I go back into my dashboard and create two more pages titled ‘Contact’ and ‘Links, the menu will
look like this:

Example Site

If you want to customise your menu bar further, you can. I will go into more detail on that later.

So we now have the basic setup of a website, with pages used for basic information about the site and
posts and categories used for the main content about the subject of the blog.

Hopefully that run-through will help you grasp the basic concepts of Wordpress content.

Continued over...
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Changing the theme of your Wordpress website

Next, let’s talk about picking out a theme for your website. This is important because you’ll no doubt
want it to look and function a certain way and picking the right theme helps you achieve both of
those things.

But before I start, let me say that the default theme Wordpress now supply you with, called Twenty
Ten 1.1, is actually a quite brilliant theme with lots of simple options to help you customise it’s
appearance. For a beginner, it's not a bad theme to be starting off with.

To easily update this theme to something that could work for your site, dropdown the ‘Appearance’
menu to the left of your dashboard and select ‘header”:

& Posts
Media Header Image

@ Links
Pages

) Comments

[

Preview

Appearance v B -~

Themes . 1A =
Widgets : % o ’-J—Li... o= b

Menus

e . -

Background

Header Upload Image You can upload a custom header image to be shown at the top of your site instead of the default one. On the next screen you will be
Editor able to crop the image.
P Images of exactly 940 x 198 pixels will be used as-is.

£ Plugins o d H =

’58\ Ths Choose an image from your computer:

Browse Upload
T! Tools
Settings Default Images If you don't want to upload your own image, you can use one of these cool headers.

General

Writing

Here, you can upload an image from your computer that is relevant to your website or business, or
choose one of the default ones provided.

But if you feel inclined to try a different theme, this is how you do it:
Move the mouse over the ‘Appearance’ button on the left hand menu and click the arrow to reveal
the dropdown. Now click on “Themes’:
Appearance v
Themes
Widgets
Menus
Editor
£ Pl gins

You'll then be taken to the page which shows you the themes you already have installed and avail-
able to choose from. Ignore this and instead, click on the link at the top of the page that says ‘Install

Themes’:

f@\ Manage Themes

'“
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Now, on this page you can browse the thousands of free Wordpress themes available and you don’t
even have to leave your own website. Pretty cool huh?

Simply select the criteria for the kind of theme you're looking for and click the ‘Find Themes’ button
at the bottom of the page.

Feature Filter

Find a theme based on specific features

Colors [ Black a@ Blue ] Brown [l Green
{1 Orange [ Pink ] Purple ] Red
1 Silver ] Tan [ White 1 Yellow
[ Dark [ Light
Columns [} One Column [ Two Columns [l Three Columns ] Four Columns
1 Left Sidebar ] Right Sidebar
Width 7] Fixed Width 71 Flexible Width
Features [ Custom Colors ] Custom Header ] custom-background ] custom-menu
[ editor-style [ Theme Options ] Threaded Comments ] Sticky Post
] Microformats 1 - ort Btr eady (] front-page-post-form
1 buddypress
Subject [ Holiday [l Photoblogging [ Seasonal
Find Themes W

You can also find a theme by typing in words in the search bar:
Search for themes by keyword, author, or tag.

Term ~| ibleg Search
Even though there are thousands of themes to choose from, it can actually be quite difficult to find
one that matches all of your criteria.

When going through the various themes, make good use of the ‘Preview’ function to get a clear idea
about how that theme looks.

& iBlog3 )

PP ST a— - b

Wekcome 1o Sog ¥

T TR p—— e

iBlog

Install | Preview h

iBlog is a professional yet free WordPress theme built on the Pagelines
CMS framework. It has thumbs, widget, options, localization and more!
Designed and developed by PageLines.

Details

Continued over...
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You will of course have your own ideas about how you want your website to look, but I advise pick-
ing a simple theme to start off with as this will make things far easier for you as a beginner. But feel
free to try different things. You can switch between themes in a matter of seconds and completely
alter the look of your site, which is one of the great benefits of Wordpress.

Anyway, once you've found a theme you're happy with, hit the ‘Install’ button.

iBlog (
Install | Preview

iBlog is a professional yet free WordPress theme built on the Pagelines
CMS framework. It has thumbs, widget, options, localization and more!
Designed and developed by PagelLines.

Details

A popup window should then appear where you’ll be asked to confirm that you want to install the
theme, so click ‘Install Now’ to confirm.

You'll then see this screen:

B0 Installing Theme: iBlog 3.1.2

Downloading install package from http://wordpress.org/extend/themes/download/iblog.3.1.2.zip...
Unpacking the package...

Installing the theme..

Successfully installed the theme iBlog 3.1.2.

Actions: Preview | Activate | Return to Theme Installer

This confirms the theme has been installed.

Click ‘Activate’ to set the theme.

Actions: Preview | Activate | Return to Theme Installer
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You have now successfully installed a new theme and completely changed the appearance of your
website. But as stated above, if youre not happy with the theme you can change to a new one or
switch back to your old one in a matter of seconds by revisiting the “Themes’ page:

Dashboard zm]
- B0 Manage Themes
5 Posts Current Theme
Posts
Add New . Twenty Ten 1.1 by th dPress team
i _ The 2010 theme for WordPress is Wigiish, customizable, s
Post Tags et the footer) and featured images (thu ils for gallery p
= “Gallery” categories, and has an optional one-column pat
Media ] kb i . i
Q? Link e All of this theme's files are located in /themes/twentytei
nks
Tags: black, blue, white, two-columns, fixed-width, cust
[E] Pages
CJ) Comments Available Themes

You only have one theme installed right now. Live a little! You can choose from over !
[@8] Appearance ¥

T ==

Widgets

Menus

The next thing we need to go through is plugins.

Plugins
Plugins allow you to quickly and easily add new functionality to your Wordpress website.

So if you want to add something like a picture gallery, a contact form or, in this case, an Email cap-
ture box, there will be plugins that do just that.

I'm going to take you through the installation and setup of an Email capture plugin, so you know
the complete process, but be aware that all plugins are slightly different and as such, require different
settings to be applied. However, the process of installing a plugin remains the same, so this is useful
information to get you started.

On the dashboard, move the mouse over the ‘Plugins’ menu on the left hand side of the screen and
click the arrow to reveal the dropdown menu. Then click the ‘Plugins’ button:

‘ Appearance
ﬁsf Plugins
Plugins

Add New
Editor

You’ll now be presented with a list of all the plugins you currently have installed.

Continued over...
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When you download plugins, they will appear on this page, so if you want to activate or deactivate a
plugin, this is the page you come to:

fg Plugins « addxew

All (10) | Inactive (10)

Bulk Actions ~| | Apply
(] Plugin Description
(] After The Deadline Adds a contextual spell, style, and grammar checker to Wo

Activate | Edit | Delete Version 0.49007 | By Raphael Mudge | Visit plugin site

] Akismet Akismet checks your comments against the Akismet web s
<?php akismet_counter(); ?> in your template. See al

Activate | Edit | Delete Version 2.4.0 | By Automattic | Visit plugin site

(] Grunion Contact Form Add a contact form to any post, page or text widget. Email

Activate | Edit | Delete Version 1.2 | By Automattic, Inc. | Visit plugin site

] Hello Dolly This is not just a plugin, it symbolizes the hope and enthu:
the upper right of your admin screen on every page.

Activate | Edit | Delete Version 1.5.1 | By Matt Mullenweg | Visit plugin site

] IntenseDebate IntenseDebate Comments enhance and encourage convers:

Now, let’s install a new plugin.

On the Plugins menu on the left hand side of the screen, click the ‘Add New’ button:

£ Plugins v
Plugins
Add New P

Editor

You can search for the plugin you're looking for either by picking one of the options at the top or
typing it into the search box:

% Install Plugins

Search | Upload | Featured | Popular | Newest | Recently Updated

Plugins extend and expan jonality of WordPress. You may al

Search

Search for plugins by keyword, author, or ta

Term ~|  Search Plugins
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We're going to try and find an ‘Email capture’ plugin, so because we know exactly what we want,
we'll just type that into the search box:

Search

Search for plugins by keyword, author, or tag.

Term ~| email capture Search Plugins

1-\

Now you’ll be presented with a list of plugins relating to your search. Read the descriptions to see
which one, if any, is appropriate.

This WP Email Capture plugin looks like exactly what we’re after, so let’s install it:

Name Version Rating Description

WP Email Capture 1.9 ***** This creates a 2 field form (Name & Email) for captu
email marketing campaign, simply export the list inl

Details | Install Now

Features:-
\ Widget Ready.
Uses Wordpress' internal wp_mail function for sendi

Facilv int  Rv Rhws Wunne

Click the ‘Install Now’ button.

You’'ll then be given confirmation that your plugin has been installed and be asked if youd like to
activate it immediately:

osts
[edia
inks
ages

omments

ppearance

sers

sttings

zral

lugins @ | |

&\@ Installing Plugin: WP Email Capture 2.0.1

Downloading install package from nttp://downleads.wordpress.org/plugin/wp-email-capture.zip...
Unpacking the package .

Installing the plugin.

Successfully installed the plugin WP Email Capture 2.0.1.

Activate Plugin | Return to Plugin Installer

When you activate the plugin, it will appear in your list of installed plugins and shaded a different
colour to differentiate itself from all the deactivated plugins:

-

(. |

]

O

VideoPress Upload new videos to VideoPress, edit metadata, and easily insert '

Activate | Edit | Delete Version 1.1.2 | By Automattic, Niall Kennedy, Joseph Scott | Visit p
WordPress.com Stats Tracks views, post/page views, referrers, and clicks. Requires a Wc
Activate | Edit | Delete Version 1 ndy Skelton | Visit plugin site

WP Email Capture Capm;{mailmmesses for insertion into software such as Aweb
Deactivate | Edit Version 1.9 | By Rhys Wynne | Visit plugin site

WP Super Cache Very fast caching plugin for WordPress.

Activate | Edit | Delete Version 0.9.9.3 | By Donncha O Caoimh | Visit plugin site

Continued over...
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Now you need to setup the plugin, so dropdown the Settings menu, where you'll find the button for
your new plugin:

Settings

Ceneral
Writing
Reading
Discussion

Media

Privacy
Permalinks

WP Email Capture

Note: When you install certain plugins, their settings will be in a different location, but fear not, they
will normally be somewhere on the left hand side. If not, it is because their settings are in the widgets
section - more on that in a moment...

As stated above, all plugins are different, so different settings will normally need to be applied in
order to get them to work.

If you get stuck, don’t worry as every plugin has it's own page on the Wordpress.org website, with
instructions and tips about how to get it working.

For our Email capture plugin, we have to complete a form:

For this you can set up
a simple “thanks for
signing up” post on
your site and put the

. address here. (Make
sure it's a post NOT a
page or it may show
on the menu bar of

Page to redirect to on sign up (full web address ie: your site — see page 12)
http:/ /www.domain.com/this-page/)

Recommendations

We recommend Aweber to run your email campaigns. We have tested this plugin with it.

Try 30 Déys. Risk-Freé

Options

Page to redirect to on confirmation of email address (full web If you are going to
address ie: http:/ /www.domain.com/this-other-page/) email people after

From Which Email Address <— they sign-up to your
website you will
probably want a new
email address to send
from...

From Which Name

Subject of Email

Body of Email
(use XNAME% to use the form's "Name" field in their welcome
email)

Your name
Once completed, click ‘Save changes.
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So that’s how you install and configure the Email capture plugin.

However, in order to display this Email capture on our website, we also need to add what’s known as
a widget to our menu. So let’s talk a little about widgets.

Widgets

WordPress Widgets are designed to provide a simple way to arrange the content in your sidebar
without having to fiddle with any code.

To be clear, the sidebar of your blog is this area:

Example Site

Ls

yiiii

Bananas are awesome!

\

Bananas are awesome......etc, ete, etc, ete,etc, etc, ete, etc,ete, etce, etc, ete,ete, etc, ete,

etc,ete, ete, etc, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,etc, ete, ele, ete,etc, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete,

ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ele,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete,

ele, ele, ete,ele, ete, ele, ele,ele, ele, ele, ete,ele, ele, ete, eleele, ete, ele, ele,ete, ele, ete,

ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,etc, ete, etc, ete,etc, etc, ete, ele,etc, ete, ete, etc,ete, etc, etc, ete.etce, ete,
ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete,

ete, ete, etc,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete,
ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ele, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,ete, ete, ete, ete,

—
Recent Posts
Recent Comments
Archives
o ek

Categories

Meta

Subscribe!

So, to configure the widgets in your sidebar, dropdown the ‘Appearance’ menu on the dashboard and

click the widgets button:

Themes
Widgets
Menus
Background
Header

gitor

BO] Appearance
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On the left hand side of this page you'll see widgets you have available to use and on the right, you’ll
see the widgets you're currently using in your sidebar:

B Widgets / \

Available Widgets Primary Widget Area

Drag widgets from here to a sidebar on the right to activate them.
Drag widgets back here to deactivate them and delete their
settings.

The primary widget area

Search

Let’s look at the widgets I currently have in the sidebar:

I

Primary Widget Area

The primary widget area

WP Email Capture

Search

Recent Posts

Recent Comments

Archives

Categories

RRREREN

And here’s how they look in the actual sidebar of the site:

\

Recent Posts

s Bananas are awesome!

Recent Comments

\

Archives
= September 2010

Categories _

= Bananas

Meta

= Site Admin
Log out

Entries RSS
Comments RSS
WordPress.org
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If I want to add a widget to the sidebar, all I do is drag it from the left hand area of the screen to the
menu on the right.

To achieve this I move the mouse over the widget, then just click, hold and drag it to the right:

The primary widget area

Custom Menu
Search

Use this widget to add one of your custom
menus as a widget.
Recent Posts

Recent Comments
The most recent comments Recent Comments

RSS Archives

Entries from any RSS or Atom feed
Categories
WP Email Capture

WP Email Capture Meta

Use this widget to add one of your custom
menus as a widget.
Recent Posts

Recent Comments

The most recent comments Recent Comments
RSS Archives
Entries from any RSS or Atom feed

Categories

Meta

WP Email Capture

Continued over...
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You can also change the order of widgets in the sidebar by clicking and dragging them up or down:

The primary widget area

WP Email Capture
Search

Recent Posts
Recent Comments
Archives
Categories

Meta

So now my Email capture widget is right at the top of the menu. Here’s how it looks on the site:

Subscribe!
Subscribe to my blog for updates
Name:
Email:
Submit ! \
Powered by WP Email Capture
_ Search
Recent Posts

= Bananas are awesome!
Recent Comments

Archives

= September 2010

Categories

= Bananas

Now I have run through WP Email Capture as an example of how to install plugins and activate

widgets on your website. But it can actually be a very powerful tool for keeping in touch with anyone
that visits your site.

Once you have their email address you can let them know that you have a new post, or that you have
something to sell.
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To find out more about this see my section on email newsletters in Chapter 6.

Menus

The last thing that you need to know to get your website looking super and easy to use is how to cre-
ate your own menu.

Wordpress call it a menu, but what they mean is how people navigate around your site. For example
this top navigation bar is a menu in Wordpress terms:

Christmas Dinner at the Packhorse

Posted on January 10. 2012 by admin

Dansmt Dants

If you want to change what appears on your menu, you can do this by going to the menu on the left
of your dashboard, dropdown the ‘appearance’ menu and select ‘menus’:

b WAPLLLLLIELILDY

Appearance v
Themes =
Widgets

Menus.
E-acl-cgrc\
Header

Editor

3 Dhamine M

Not all themes support changing and updating menus. If yours does you will see a box like this in
the right hand corner:

Theme Locations

Your theme supports 1 menu. Select
which menu you would like to use.

Primary Navigation

Some themes will support more than one menu so that you can have a menu elsewhere on the site.

If you do not see this box then your theme does not support menus. If you want to personalise your
navigation bar, you will need to choose another theme.

So, to build your menu, you have a choice of pages (those that you have created for your site), cat-

Continued over...
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egories, or custom. Custom simply means that you can add any web address that you like. You could
add a link to one of your posts or to another site. As long as it starts with ‘http://’ it should work.

In this example I have chosen to add my ‘How to find us’ page to my menu. Check the box next to
the page name, and then click ‘Add to Menu’ If you cannot see all your pages or categories, click
‘view all’ A red arrow points this out:

Custom Links

URL http://

Label

Add to Menu

Pages

Most Recent  View All  Search
']} How to find u*
[[] About Us

Select All Add to *

Categories

Most Used View All  Search

[F1 what's on
[F] Uncategerized
[F] Foed menu

Select All Add to Menu

Food menu

What's on

How to find us

CATEGORY

CATEGORY

PAGE

If you want to add a ‘Home’ button to your menu, you can create this in the ‘Custom Links’ section

shown above.

Enter your website address in the ‘URL box - for example ‘http://www.bananas.com, and enter
‘Home’ as the label. Click ‘Add to menu.

You should now see your menu taking shape in this box:

Top menu

Menu Name Top menu
Delete Menu

About Us

Food menu

What's on

How to find us

[] Automatically add new top-level pages

PAGE
CATEGORY
CATEGORY

PAGE
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To change the order of the links in your menu, just click on them and drag and drop them into the
correct place.

Once you are happy with your menu, type a name for it — just use something that makes sense to
you, no-one will see it. Then click the ‘Save Menu’ button.

Finally to select your menu and ensure it displays, return to this box to the right of your page and
select the menu you have just named, then click ‘Save’:

Top menu

Theme Locations Menu Name Top menu
Your theme supports 1 menu. Sefect Delete Menu
which menu you would like to use.
Primary Navigation
e ~ | About Us

Food menu
Custom Links AR e

Getting to grips with Wordpress

We've now covered the basics of Wordpress, from tweaking different settings to creating a site struc-
ture using posts, pages and categories, as well as understanding themes, plugins and widgets.

The best way to get to grips with all of this and learn even more is by trial and error. Wordpress is
remarkably simple to use and even when you make mistakes, it’s not hard to retrace your steps and
undo errors.

So play around and explore the dashboard to understand all the inner workings of your Wordpress
website.

Continued over...
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Chapter 5:

Installing Google Analytics on your
Wordpress website

I can’t say strongly enough how much I recommend doing this.

Google Analytics tracks the visitors to your website, tells you exactly how they got there and ofters
hundreds of other interesting reports and statistics.

When you start to build traffic to your site, through the methods I will start to talk you through in
the next chapter, you will want to be able to access and look in to the results of your efforts.

Say, for example, you follow a technique for getting people to your website from Facebook, and then
another for getting people to your website directly from search engines like Google, Google Ana-
lytics will show you, by any date range you specity, how much of your traffic has come from each
source.

It will also show you where people click on your site, what people were searching for on Google or
any other Search Engine when they came across your site... in fact, there is very little to know about
a website that Google Analytics is not able to tell you.

But perhaps best of all, it's completely free!
I'm going to run you through how to install Google Analytics on your Wordpress website.

First of all, visit the Google Analytics website and sign up for an account: www.google.com/analytics

BLOG |
,_.....q.h—\,l.1|‘ |

New to Google Analytics?

yand Sign Up Now
€
)

You'll be asked to fill in some basic information such as the address of your website and an account
name. You can call your account whatever you like.

Continued over...
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Analytics: New Account Signup

General Information > Contact Information > Accept User Agreement > Add Tracking
Please enter the URL of the site you wish to track, and assign a name as it should appear in your Google Analytics reports. If you

Website's URL: hittp:// (e.g. www.mywebsite.com)

Account Name:

Time zone country or territory: [ United States ]

Time zone: [ (GMT-07:00) Pacific Time -+

© 2010 Google | Analytics Home
When you've finished filling out the various forms, you'll eventually be given your tracking code:

@ Paste this code on your site

Copy the following code, then paste it onto every page you want to track immediately before the closing </head> tag. Learn more
<script type="text/javascript">

var _gaq = _gaq || [1;
_gag.push(['_setAccount', 'UA-18411416-1']);
_gaq.push(['_trackPageview']);

(function() {
var ga = document.createElement('script'); ga.type = 'text/javascript'; ga.async = true;
ga.src = ('https:' == document.location.protocol ? 'https://ssl' : 'http://www') + '.goo|
var s = document.getElementsByTagName( 'script')[0]; s.parentNode.insertBefore(ga, s);
no;

</script>

c——/— ~———————"—"————————————) Jai»

However, you only need to select one small part of this code, so highlight the piece of code that starts
‘UA-‘ and is followed by a combination of dashes and numbers. Here’s an example:

', 'UA-18411416-1']);
tew']);

This is your unique Google Analytics ID.

Copy this code to your clipboard and click ‘Save and Finish’ at the bottom of the page:

» Optional: Email these ins

- We recommend that yo, ot
code remains on

Save and Finish
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Now, go back to your Wordpress dashboard and select the ‘Add new’ option from the Plugin menu:

£ Plugins
Plugins /
Add New
Editor
Type into the search box ‘ultimate google analytics™:

Search

Search for plugins by keyword, author, of t,

Term ~| ultimate google analytics Search Plugins

Install the “‘Ultimate Google Analytics’ plugin:

Search | Search Results | Upload | Featured | Popular | Newest | Recently Updated

Term ﬂ ultimate google analytics Search Plugins
Name Version Rating Description
Ultimate Google 1.6.0 ***** Plugin to add Google Analytics
Analytics and mailto: links.

The plugin is highly configural
Details | Install Now _ D e T L ¢

eijl.

CEN 1Hlbimmara a3 g N panne Dalascac

Activate the plugin:
o=

e emm—r way o wwway =Y e wmmS s mwwm A W e —y ms -

Downloading install package from http://downloads .wordpress.org/pl
Unpacking the package...

Installing the plugin...

Successfully installed the plugin Ultimate Google Analytics 1.6.0.

Actions: Activate Plugin | Return to Plugin Installer
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Now dropdown the ‘Settings’ menu on the left hand menu and select the ‘Ultimate GA’ button:

Settings
Cenera
Writing
Reading
Discussion
Media
Privacy
Permalinks
Ultimate CA

WP Email Capture

Now finally, on the Ultimate GA settings page, paste your Google Analytics ID into the box:

it /

Enter your Google Analytics account ID. Coogle Analytics supplies you v
your account ID in a format like UA-999999-9. There is no need to actt

FCoancmla Aaaliaic-

..and click ‘Update Options™:

&

Advanced configuration Update options

You've now installed Google Analytics on your Wordpress website.

The next day, when Google has had the chance to gather sufficient data, you’ll be able to login to
Google Analytics and see how many visitors your site has received and access lots of other useful
reports.

It really is a fundamental tool for developing a successful website, so it’s worth taking the time to
learn as much as you can and use the data it provides.
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Chapter 6:

Getting readers for your website

If you search on the Internet about ways to build a readership for a blog or website you will see that
most advice on the subject is centered around having great content, attracting links from other sites,
posting regularly etc, this is all great advice. And, in part, that’s because all of those things will help
with SEO...

SEO stands for Search Engine Optimisation. It means doing all you can to make your web pages as
attractive as possible to the search engines.

The reason to do that is traffic.

If a search engine likes your web page it will rank it higher in the search results for a given keyword
(a keyword is the term used for the phrase a person using a search engine, like Google, types in
when trying to find something online.)

Simply put, the higher your page ‘ranks’ for a keyword, the more traffic your page will receive.

Best of all, the traffic you receive from the search engines (when people click your entry in the search
results) is free. You don't pay a penny for it. The more free traffic you can get, the more money you
can ultimately make. That’s why SEO is so important.

Although many people are happy to appear anywhere in the results when someone searches for
something related to their site on Google, the real objective of SEO is to get into the top five listings
when people search for phrases relevant to your site, because that is where the bulk of people search-
ing will click.

Of course, the ultimate objective is to grab the coveted top spot for your keyword because that will
get you around 70% of all the traffic Google can send. A valuable prize indeed!

Keywords are the key

A website overall doesn't get given a set position for certain searches in the search engines - each
page on a website does.

That page may be the homepage page or it may be one of the pages inside your site.

Which websites search engines like Google feature for any given search depends on how relevant
they consider it to be to the specific keyword that someone has typed in to their search box. And
how much more authoritative they consider your page to be compared with all the other pages on
the Internet that feature the same keyword.

It is surprising how often a page that you think is clearly written about one thing is actually seen by

Continued over...
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the search engines to be about something else entirely.

To ensure you get your page appearing for the right searches you need to make sure that phrases you
want your site to appear on the search result pages for are appearing in the titles of your posts and
pages. They should also be in the opening paragraphs of content on your pages and posts too. Think
back to the banana example earlier when we were talking about domain names!

But Search Engine Optimisation isn’t just about making your pages full of the right keywords. There
is a lot more to it than that.

So how do we maximise our chances of getting to the top of the results on a search engine for the
keywords we have chosen?

Secret formula

The problem is that the search engines don't tell us much about what they like.

Their formula (called the algorithm), for ranking one site above another, is a closely guarded secret. It
makes sense that they keep it secret because if everybody knew exactly what it takes to get a page #1
ranking on Google, everyone would do it! And then how would Google decide which site was best?

But don’t worry. Google do give us some guidelines and we can infer quite a lot from looking at the
sites that do currently enjoy high rankings.

More importantly, the vast majority of websites are thrown up onto the Internet with little or no
regard for all this SEO stuff, so beating them is a piece of cake.

As they say, “In the land of the blind, the one-eyed man is king.”

When you look at the scale of your competition, remember that the only real competition comes
from the websites created by people who know what they are doing — and that narrows the field
considerably.

You really don’t need to be a hardcore SEO expert to make a few sensible changes to your website
and the way you promote it for your search engine rankings to improve quite quickly.

Search Engine Optimisation

In some ways SEO should probably really stand for Search Engine Optimism, because ultimately we
are doing all we can logically do and hoping for the best. But in the end, there are some things that
make perfect sense to do and which have been proven time and again to have a positive effect.

SEO boils down to three areas:

1. Things you do before you even start building your website — and we've already done that!
2. 'Things you do on your web page: ON Page SEO.
3. Things you do outside of your web page: OFF Page SEO.

All are important, but the degree to which each part of the equation dominates is a moving target as
Google and their friends keep changing their algorithms to keep one or two steps ahead of us.

Let’s take a look at some of the simple measures you can take, to put your website ahead of the pack.
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Depending on how competitive your niche is, these few ideas could be enough to get you to page #1
in the search listings all on their own. And might even grab you the top spot and all the free traffic
that could bring your way.

Paying for SEO

Before we do that though, let me talk for a minute about the many companies that sell a search en-
gine optimisation service. Many of them are perfectly sound and offer an honest, ethical service, but
beware of the sharks that are just out to part you from your cash.

If a company tries to ‘guarantee’ you top Google rankings - for a steep monthly fee, of course, read
the small print very carefully.

The biggest con is the ‘guarantee’ that you’ll get a page #1 listing. What does that really mean? Any-
one can get a page #1 ranking for a keyword that nobody ever searches on and that there is no com-
petition for.

For example, if I lived in the east of England and had a website on noodle knitting (yes, there are
people who like to knit noodles!) it might be hard to rank in Google for the keyword ‘noodles’ be-
cause there are currently 1.3 million competing pages.

However, if I went for a really precise keyword, such as ‘noodle knitting in norwich’ I could be at the
#1 spot in Google overnight because right now there are no other pages targeting that exact phrase.

Nobody is targeting it because nobody is searching on it. Yes, I could be at #1 on Google, but it
would do me absolutely no good at all and bring me zero traffic.

That’s an extreme example, but it is how some unscrupulous SEO companies are able to fulfil their
worthless guarantee.

The answer, if you want to outsource your SEO is to be sure which keywords they are optimising for,
and to check that those keywords are worthwhile before you part with your money.

Words or Phrases?

What we call a keyword can actually be a word or a phrase. Generally, the longer the phrase, the
tewer searches it gets, but the more targeted those searches are.

Getting down to it...

Google loves to see the keyword someone is searching for in the domain name of a site and gives
a lot of weight to such relevant domains. They see it as a mark of authority. So if you followed the
advice at the start of this manual, you've already scored some big SEO points!

You can't always get the perfect domain though, and sometimes your site may not lend itself to hav-
ing such a specific domain name.

For example, if you plan to build a review site for a whole range of products, you might not want to
name it after just one of the products you'll end up including.

Continued over...
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It may be better to call it something like Technology-Reviews.com. You can then put the keyword
you've selected for each reviewed item into its individual page or post name.

So, for example, if you want to promote a Sony A200 Camera and you've decided that ‘Sony Camera
Review’ is the keyword you want to be displaying highly on Google for, you could build a review
page with the title ‘sony-a200-camera-review.htm so its individual URL would be, for example.

http://technology-reviews.com/Sony Camera Review

As far as the search engine is concerned, the keyword isn’t in the domain, but it is in the URL, which
in their eyes is almost as good.

On-Page SEO

Keywords are the critical thing here. Your page should be focused on one specific keyword and not
try to jam in as many different ones as possible.

The search engine ‘spiders’ (yes, that’s what they call it!) that initially assess your pages are simple
programmes that are seeking to place your site in an index. If it concludes that your page is equally
‘about’ four different keywords, it won't consider it to be an authority on any of them.

There are lots of things you can do on your web page to make it as attractive as possible to the search
engines. The most important thing is to ensure that your keyword is in all the right places, the right
number of times. And to ensure that the keyword you have selected is really what your page is pri-
marily focused on.

Way too many people create web pages that don't have a clear primary keyword and then wonder
why they don't rank for it!

Here are some of the most important things to consider for effective on-page SEO:

1. First, check that your keyword actually gets search action - there is no point optimising a web page
for a keyword that nobody is interested in! You can check this using Google’s keyword tool here:
http://tinyurl.com/2fu9n50

2. Make sure your keyword is in the page’s title tag.

3. Make sure the text on the page is clearly focused on the primary keyword.

4. Put the keyword in the page’ first paragraph.

5. Check that the keyword appears between 1 and 2 times per 100 words on the page.

To get ahead of the other 25% of websites out there you have to focus on Off-Page SEO too.

Off-Page SEO

Depending on how competitive your primary keyword is, off-page SEO may be even more impor-
tant than on page. It boils down to one word: backlinks.

Every time a link to your web page appears on another site, the search engines consider it to be a
vote of confidence.
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The more votes you get, the more they start to see you as an authority page and the higher up the
search results rankings your page will float.

At the moment it is believed that off-page SEO is a disproportionately big part of the ranking algo-
rithms so it is vital that we pay a lot of attention to getting as many good quality backlinks as we can.

There are probably hundreds of ways you can get backlinks, but here are my personal favourites.

RSS directories

One of the reasons I love building websites using WordPress, is because whenever you make a post
(the blog equivalent of building a web page) WordPress automatically pings it to the leading RSS
directories.

‘Pinging’ means sending an electronic message to inform the RSS directory that your page is newly
created. What that means to you is that links to your post are effectively created for you automati-
cally.

It isn’t important to know what RSS Directories are right now, but it is important to know that the
major search engines constantly monitor them to find new pages to send their spiders to check out.

I have many times had a new blog post appear on page #1 of Google within fifteen minutes of my
posting it — with no other backlinks at all — simply because the spider monitored the RSS directories.

WordPress builds pages that automatically have good on-page SEO, but adding a free plugin in such
as ‘All-in-One-SEO’ can make it even better.

All-in-One-SEO can be found by searching plugins as covered earlier in this manual. Pg 25.

Writing Articles

A very effective strategy to build a lot of backlinks to a specific page on your site is to write short
(350-500 word) articles that are focused on your topic. They don't have to be about the exact key-
word, but they do need to be on topic. You then upload those articles to as many online article direc-
tories as you can.

EzineArticles.com is the leading directory, and you should open an account there right away. After
that, Google ‘article directories list’ and you’ll find hundreds to choose from.

Where possible, within the article include a link to your page, using its primary keyword in the
anchor text. Some article directories don't allow links inside the article though and so you'll have to
add a ‘resource box’ at the end.

Writing articles has a double benefit - not only do you get valuable backlinks to your site every time
your articles are posted on an article directory or used by another website, but you also get some
traffic to your site from the links in the article itself.

Forum Posting and Blog Commenting

Getting backlinks by posting on forums and commenting on other peoples’ blogs is very conten-

Continued over...
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tious, but as with many things there is a good way and a bad way. The bad way will get you banned
or branded a spammer, so it is best to learn the good way from the start!

The secret is to remember that forums are places that people go to socialise and to help each other.
They are the equivalent of the local pub. The last thing anyone wants is to be sold to — and they will
get very angry if they think that’s all you have in mind.

So, to use a forum to get backlinks to your site, you must first become a valuable contributing mem-
ber. Join in discussions, get your name known, and be seen to ask sensible questions and to help
others whenever you can. And only when you’ve established a track record and have become part of
the ‘club’ should you even think of adding a signature line to your posts that includes a link to your
website.

Never draw attention to your signature box, or to your link. The search engines will see it and that’s
what you are really after.

Similarly, with commenting on other people’s blogs you can often add your link, but if your com-
ment looks like it was posted just to display the link, the chances are that it will be deleted in and you
may well be banned from commenting again.

The trick is to read the original blog post and make a really relevant and useful comment that adds
to the discussion. Comments like ‘Nice post, I like your site. Don't cut it!

Squidoo

A few years ago top marketing expert and author Seth Godin launched a website called Squidoo.
com. It is free to join and lets you build mini single-page ‘authority’ sites that are targeted on a single
topic. Each page is called a Lens because it focuses on one thing only.

As there are all sorts of rules about what these pages can contain and how they can be built, the
search engines tend to like them. And that means that for marketers who want to get some use-
tul backlinks to other websites, building Squidoo Lenses is a great strategy that doesn’t take up too
much time.

If you build your Lens well enough it can start to get a steady flow of traffic itself, so as with article
marketing, building Squidoo Lenses can be good for your SEO and for your traffic.

You can learn more about Squiddo at http://www.squidoo.com/squidoo

More ways to increase readers of your website...

As well as introducing you to SEO, I'd also like to offer something different and share some actual
features you can add to your site to help build a readership.

Email Your Readers

Creating an email list, and sending them regular newsletters, updates or notifications of new stuft on
your site can be a great way to remind people to keep coming back. If you're running a business it
will also help you make sales through your website.
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All you need to do is add an email capture plugin on your site like the ‘WP Email Capture’ one I
showed you earlier. Once you've done that you'll need to use some broadcasting software to send out
the email to your list.

This might sound complicated but it’s actually really easy with software such as www.Mailchimp.com.

All you need to do is sign up (it’s free!), and follow the instructions to create a list.

Once you've done that, you’ll need to export the email addresses you have collected using your ‘WP
Email Capture’ plugin. Just find your plugin on the left hand side of the dashboard, and once you're
on the ‘WP Email Capture Options’ page, click the ‘Export List” button:

A o Bady of Emall
WP Emall Capture

{use %NAMES to use the form®s “Name™ field in their
welcome emall}
Link to us [optional, but appreclated) £
[ 5ave Change ]
Members
Name Email
Export
Use the button below to export your list as 3 C5V to use in software such as Awaber or Mallchimp L

Export List

l(_'mp(.lr!r\|I e-mails

There are O e-mail addresses that have been unconfirmed. Dalete them to save space below,

Delete Urcanfirmed &-mall Addresses

Save the list as a CSV file to your computer.

Once in your mailchimp account, select ‘Lists’ from the menu at the top, and then locate the ‘import’
button.

Next choose ‘import from file and select the file on your computer to upload:

Is my list allowed?

You can only import lists of people who sign up at your website. No Jrd party lists, no prospects, no lists that you scraped from websites. no chambers of commerce lists, efe. laam mars »

import from ...
fommucomoumee frem ancther service
+ =
e 5 ﬁme .1, Highrise (_.008[\? Coogle does
l:om‘fPaﬁm Excal H‘% _ Lo E Wzendesk

Remember to update your list every week so that it includes any new email addresses you may have
captured.

Send a regular personal email (just like you were writing to a friend) to let keep in touch with read-
ers. Let them know what is new on your site, about any promotions you might have and even give
information about the subject area surrounding your site.

Be sure to include links to posts or pages on your site so that they keep visiting.
This is a great way to build up loyal followers who will keep returning to your website. If they buy

Continued over...
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from you and turn into customers, all the better!

Automated Twittering

Getting the word out about new content on your website is crucial, especially when you want to at-
tract as many new readers as possible. Twitter is a great tool for doing just that.

But if you don't have the time to spend hours networking, you can simply configure your blog to
send out a Twitter update automatically, every time you add a new article.

To do this just sign up for a Twitter account at http://www.twitter.com and download the Word Twit
plugin here http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wordtwit and install it on to your site as you did
with the email capture plugin a few chapters back.

Bookmarks

When people visit your site, you want them to come back.

That’s the key to building a readership; keeping the visitors you already have and constantly adding
new readers over time.

If you can persuade people to bookmark your site, the chances of them returning increase signifi-
cantly.

You can add fancy Javascript to your site (don't ask!), but I've found it's much simpler to just explain
how to do it in words. This is the text I've used, which you're welcome to copy: Add [Blog Name] to
your list of bookmarked sites by pressing ctrl’ and ‘D’ on your PC or by pressing cmd’ and ‘D’ on a Mac.

Subscriptions

Much like bookmarks, if you can get people to subscribe by email to your blog’s RSS feed, they're far
likelier to become frequent readers.

Sign-up to a service like Feedburner at www.feedburner.com, which will give you everything you
need to offer this functionality. Once you're setup, you don’t have to do a thing, as it will automati-
cally email your latest blog posts to the people that have signed up.

Top Commentators

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/top-commentators-widget — This is a particularly nice feature.
Add a list of the top commentators (i.e. the people who have left the most comments on your site) to
your sidebar.

This gives your existing readers an incentive to comment frequently and new readers a reason to get
involved. It also shows your biggest contributors that you value them, which is important.

In my experience, once someone gets to the number one spot, they don't like giving it up without a
fight, so they comment more to defend their crown, which is healthy for creating a thriving commu-
nity.
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How To

Don't take it for granted that every single person on the face of the earth knows how to get the most
out of your site.

Youd probably be surprised at the number of people who don’t know how to even leave a comment.
It's worth taking the time to add a ‘How To’ page to your blog outlining how to perform various tasks
such as commenting, getting in touch, etc.

Contact

I visit a lot of sites and many don’t have contact details listed for getting in touch with the author. I
fully understand that some people are concerned about privacy issues, but you'll almost certainly
miss out on some great opportunities for spreading the word about your site if people can’t get in
touch with you.

I highly advise setting up a dedicated ‘Contact Us’ page on your site.

Outline the kind of requests you're happy to receive and list your email (like this to avoid spam:
firsthalfofemail [@]emailprovider.com) or use a dedicated contact form. And if you don’t want to use
your personal email address, setup a free one dedicated entirely to your blog (I recommend using
Gmail).

Threaded Comments

If you don’t know what threaded comments are, it’s very simple to explain. When people comment
on a blog the oldest comment usually appears at the top of the list and the newest at the bottom, or
vice-versa.

Threaded comments allow users to reply to a specific comment, so it appears just below it in the

list. This facilitates multiple conversations taking place in response to an article, which is great for
building a community and allowing commentators to branch oft and start their own new, interesting
discussions.

Most Wordpress themes support threaded comments, you can simply switch them on by going in to
the “Settings’ menu and the ‘Discussion’ options. If your theme doesn’t support threaded comments,
I found this excellent post explaining how to implement them.

http://www.niharsworld.com/2008/12/16/how-to-implement-threaded-comments-in-wordpress-
themes

Comment Reply Notification

Following on from threaded comments, another useful tool for community-building is the ‘Com-
ment Reply Notification’ plugin.

This does a very simple job. When someone replies to a comment, the person who posted the origi-
nal message is sent an email to let them know that someone has responded.

They might then choose to come back and add another response, which triggers another email and

Continued over...
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so on. It’s easy to see why this is such a great piece of software. You can download the Comment
Reply Notification plugin here.

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/comment-reply-notification

Social Bookmarking/Social Media

There are many websites online where you can tell people about websites and pages that you've en-
joyed. The idea being that you share your favourites with other users of those sites so everyone learns
about the best places to visit online.

It’s a compelling idea and one that has taken off in a big way. The whole Web 2.0 concept of using the
Internet to share ideas has lead to the emergence of giants like FaceBook http://www.facebook.com
and Twitter http://www.twitter.com.

If you build up a following on Twitter, it is then very easy to make a tweet to tell people about your
new web pages — and similarly with Facebook. Whenever you create a new page on your site you

can copy the link to that page from your browser and post it straight in to either a Facebook status
update or a Tweet with a few words encouraging people to go and take a look at that new page, what-
ever that page may be. When you set up on Facebook and Twitter you can put in your web address,
so you can also do updates and tweets about things related to your site too, even if you don’t have a
page about that subject. If people think you're somebody worth listening to, they will find the link
(or click a link to your site next time you post one...)

But you don’t always have to do all the hard work. There are ways to get your readers to do this for
you!

You can make it really easy for people to Tweet your posts and post them on Facebook by including
Facebook and Twitter plugins onto your site.

I use a plugin called ‘Share and Follow” which automatically adds icons to the bottom of your post so
that anyone reading can easily share it via several forms of social media. Doing this could mean that
you increase the readership or visitors to your site.

To find the plugin simply follow the instructions in chapter 4, but search for the ‘share and follow’
plugin instead of ‘wp email capture’

Once you have set up the plugin options correctly, you'll have these symbols at the bottom of your
posts:

-‘@ﬂ@ F‘“

This entry was posted in Food menu. Bool

Edit

=

alink

If people like what you've written, they’ll hopefully share it and help you get more readers without
lifting a finger!

For marketers, this trend towards sharing ideas is extremely useful and gives us many opportunities
to get links to our websites in many high visibility places. Naturally, there are ways to do it right and
ways to quickly get yourself banned, so you do have to read the terms and conditions that each site
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displays to stay on the right side of the line.

In Summary

Search Engine Optimisation is a big subject - particularly the off-page part. I hope that I have been
able to give you an overview, and enough solid information to put you firmly ahead of the vast ma-
jority of other website builders.

It is well worth studying the subject in a little more depth to discover the finer points - like how to
tell when a website is worth getting a backlink from and when it isn’t - so that you can make the best
use of your time and effort.

Also remember that if you spend too much time fine tuning the Optimisation of your pages you are
sacrificing your ability to build more pages. Sometimes a half optimised page is good enough if the
result is that you have more time to build extra pages to be out working for you.

Continued over...
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Chapter 7:

Setting up an AStore for your
Wordpress website

By now you should have a fully functioning website that you are able to post on to and create pages
for, and you've learnt how to get people reading it. Youre doing great!

Now, many of you will be hoping to turn your website in to something that you are able to make
some money from...

There are lots of ways to do this, but I'm going to focus on one that I feel most of you will be able to
use on your sites regardless of what your website is about.

That’s because it’s using Amazon. And they sell just about everything!

Amazon have a really great feature called ‘AStores’. This allows you to create your own miniature ver-
sion of the Amazon site, that you can add to your own website, with just a few minutes of your time.
You can even hand pick the products you want on your store.

And it doesn't cost you a penny.

Amazon simply pay you whenever you make a sale through your site.
No need to even have stock or worry about delivery!

Sound good?

Let’s walk through it...

First you need to create an Amazon Associates account.

This is basically an affiliate programme which allows you to earn up to 10% (although you’ll start off
earning 5%) of any sales that you refer to the Amazon site from your own.

Being an Amazon Associate will give you the ability to make your own ‘AStore’ and the ability to cre-
ate simple links and banners that you can put on your site.

Setting up

Go to: https://affiliate-program.amazon.co.uk

Continued over...

51



YOUR BRILLIANT WEBSITE

amazﬂnassﬂc}ates Help | Feedback | Select Local: | United Kingdom

Make Money Advertising Amazon ProduCtS sy s menser s inte

access your account.
Eam up to 10* in relerrals by advertising Amazon products Emall sddress

Advertise products [Peaple fallow the Earn up fo 10 Padainrd
on your web page links to Amazon whentheybyy = gl 0o

- | _— L Sp0,J ticsg nein?
ethniiy . | i i i “ = Don't have an account?
==L ) e ———

Stay Cannected
o Dacussion Boards
o Assocates Blog

Links & Banners Widgets aStore Custamer Suppart

Link to Amazon products, your  Want something that stands Feature any Amazon products in » Help

favorite destinations, search out, provides rich content and a self contained online store = Performance Tips

results, o any other page on an interactive experience to embedded directly within your # Glossary

Amazon. people visiting your web page?  web page. » Operating Agreement
Special Programs

A \Llasuma, ) [0 ] « Product Advertising APY

What's New? See all Associates blog posts | 1 of 6 3

E50 off Sony Nex Range with Voucher Code

Don't let your site visitors miss out on this incredible voucher code offer from Sony. They can get
£50 off the Amazon.co.uk site price of the selected Sony NEX-5 range by entering a unigue
voucher code, between 25 November 2010... Bead more

What do you think?
Da you have & suggestion or comment about Associates Central website? Let us knpw.

Click on ‘doin now for FREE!’

N

< [ > + '! https://affiliate-program.amazon.co.uk/gp/flex/associates/apply-login.html

amazonassociales

Amazon.co.uk Associates Program: Application

Sign In To Your Account

My e-mail address is
() I am a new customer.

*) T am a returning customer, and my password is:

By signing in you are agreeing to our Conditions of Use and Sale and our Privacy Notice

Now, if you've ever bought anything from Amazon before, you can sign in using your email and a
password youd have created for your ‘buying’ account on the site.

If not, you will have to select the radio button ‘T am a new customer’ and enter just your email ad-
dress.

Then click on ‘Sign in using our secure sever.
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If you didn’t have an Amazon account already you should see a simple page that looks like this:

Registration

New to Amazon.co.uk? Register Below.

My name is: Fred

My e-mail address: fred@hotmail.com

Type it again: fred@hotmail.com|
Birthday: Month &)  Day ¢) (optional)

Fill out the simple form and hit submit.

If you did already have an account, or if you have filled out the form to register, then the next step
should be a form that looks like this:

Your Account
o Information

To whom should we issue payment?

Payee Name

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

Address Line 3

City

State, Province or Region
TIP or Postal Code
Country

[[Unites Kingdom 0]

Phane Number

Wha is the main contact for this sccount?
® The sayee kted sove
Someone chie—| need 1o enter ther information

1 am VAT registersd
-
Yes

VAT Registration Number

Sl Vow tertny Pt

I you Mawe sy questions sbaut the sookeation, plesse (ontect ui

This form is pretty straightforward asking for your address information so that they know who to
send payment to when you refer a sale.

Note: Unless you are already self employed and earning a fair bit, it’s unlikely that you will be VAT
registered. You will know if you are.

Continued over...
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When you have filled this form out click on the yellow button at the bottom of the page and will be
redirected to another form that needs to be filled out.

) Your Websits Profile

What is the name
of your website?

‘What is the URL of the website(s) you will use to send traffic to Amazon®

What is your website(s) about?

Which of the following topics best describes the topic of your main Wab site?
(= Primary Tooke 1)
(= Secondery Topke 1)

What type of Amazon items do you intend to list on your website{s)?
' Grocery, Hoalth &

oy
Toys, Kids & Bady
Clothing, Shoes &

Seweky
Sports & Outdodn
DIY, Took & Car

What type of site is your website(s)?
[+ Primary Site Type )

How do you drive traffic to your website(s)?
Paid Search Shooping Portal
Daoley Advetaing Forums
SET Lead Ceneraton
Emad Offine
Socil Networks Recate

1 Cther

How slse do you monetio your web site(s)?
[ Primary 0]

(= Secondary 1)

How do you usually build links?
(= Choose One )

How many usgue visitors does your website(s) get per month?
(= Choose One 1)

Again, most of the information on this form is quite straightforward, but a few of the questions can
look daunting so here are a few tips.

» You don’t need to go in too much detail on what your website is about. You will need to be
approved as an affiliate, but it’s important to know that they are only checking that you haven't
got some illegal, inappropriate or spam website.

A simple line or two introducing the subject of your website is all that is needed.

« The questions about how you drive traffic to your site are, as far as I can tell, simply for their
own internal stats. Following the advice in this book you should probably select SEO. But don't
worry too much about your selections.

o For the question about how you monetise your site, add anything else you plan to do, but feel
free to select Amazon Associates is the Only Way.

« For the question about how you usually build links select ‘Blog Editor.
« You will get approval if you select ‘Less than 500" for the number of unique visitors per month.

When you have completed the form click on ‘Finish’
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You have now completed your application and should see a page that looks like this:

ES Ammon .. kAssocietes  sarsie-21

Sign up now, using the same information and settings you just entered, for Amazon's other
EU Assooates rogrames. You will e ssagned 8 afferent Associetes [0 b each Assocites
Pragramme acount you crete.

W songion g Petneet (lmmamses) (O flart geer)
B B Cub Partenaires Amazon (iR (o Shart over)
View the EU opersting agreement

Important Notes:

* EU Associstes Programeme has its own wesske. You will mansge esch of your EU sccounts
seoaeately st these sies, #nd vou wil need 10 1) in 13 S6ch seoirate wedsite Lo view reoorts
relating to that sccount. The UALS kv esch Associstes Programme websile have Been sent to
¥Ou via emal, o ¥Ou CBN BCCels 1hem Bbove.

* ¥ou may occatensly need 13 provide your Assacietes [D(s) 12 verlly your sccount with us

* Your appheation(s) shauld be approved i 908 1D Lhree Dusiness div. We wil notily you f we run
inta a prodlem with your aophcation(s). In ine mesntime, you have Desn granted full access to
Ausocistes Central 24 hours & day

You €an start making money today by adding knk or widgets 19 your Web ske or cresting 80 aStore
now! You choose the ks you want, we creste the HTML for you, and you saste the HTML ints your
site. Labrn more 800ut Mast populer produtts below or By Gong 1o Assacites Central now

rochact Links A Saarch Box Link
Recommend your tog Add anlne $haooing 1o your Put Amazon search rght on
Amazon products using site in mnutes! vour We page!
Amazon Product Linkst

EStore gives you the power Let your vishors seerch the
Are yau rescy 1o Suidd inks ta creste professional onkne eatakgue st Amaron.ca.sk
o your favourite book, CD, or | shores that can be By plicing oroduct search
OVD? Do & with Amazon embedded withn o knked Lo bames 0N your page. Learn
Product Links. You cen use from your existing Wes sites More
simple test ks o image With na programming
ks that Ink directly tothe requred, vau a0 kees
Amazen detad Dage. Learn VoS 00 your sikes lnger
Mg 89 provide then a full

shooang experence
complete with checkout on
Amaron.couk Learn Morg

At this point, you are able to specify how you would like to be paid when you start earning money, or
you can do that later, it’s up to you. You can be paid by cheque or by direct deposits in to your bank.

You will have to wait for Amazon to review your application, in my experience this will only take a
day or two.

In the meantime, you can start to get going and understand your Amazon Associates account and
how you will be able to use it.

I would recommend taking the ‘Get Started’ tour which you will find here:

https://affiliate-program.amazon.co.uk/gp/associates/join/getstarted

This will give you an introduction to the basics.

Once you receive your email to confirm that you've been accepted on to the Amazon Associates pro-
gramme you can get going with setting up your store.

First: sign in to your Amazon Associates Account.
Go to:

https://affiliate-program.amazon.co.uk/gp/associates/network/store/manage-your-stores.html

Continued over...
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ttingt | Melp | Feecback | Select Locale: | Unted Kingdom &
Home  Linke & Bamnars widpes TR
Manage your aStores @
You can have up to 100 aStores per Associate account. Click the “Add an aStore™ button to create a new aStore or click the “Edit™ button to update an existing
aStore
Add an abione

What do you think?

Da you have 8 suggestan or comment about Associates Central website? Lt us know

Conditions of Use | Privacy Notice © 1996-2010, Amazon.com, Inc. and its affiliates

Click on ‘Add an AStore’

You will then be asked to create a Tracking ID for your AStore. This is to help with reporting and may
be included in the URL of your shop if you don't integrate the shop with your site (more on that later).

#51re. Your tracking 1D can Include slphanumaric charactirs, Sashes, 80d underscores Bnd a0 ba up 19 64 characters lang. Moase @ not Include sy kpdees. If the trackisg 10 yeu
ves. Remember, the Tracking ID will slss appear in your aStore’s URL Learn more sDout tracking D .

21 (Why does my tracking ID and with “-217)

Call it something simple and related to your website. It’s not all that important. But don’t use any-
thing silly — people will be able to see it.

If what you request isn't available Amazon will offer you alternatives.

Once you're happy with your Tracking Id click ‘search’ or ‘use selected’ if you've tried one and then
have decided to go with one of Amazon’s alternatives.

Then click on ‘Continue’.
At this stage you can decide how may categories your shop is going to have.

It could be that you only want one.
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You have to create at least one, so let’s walk through that.

Drag and Drop categories to change order.

Add Category Page - Remove
@ Your aStore - Settings Edit Subcategory Page =ARC Mt
Ph Editin ftwar Subcategory Title
Naw Catenory ¢ [Camera # | | Permalink Learn more
— | Add individual products &
(LAdd products €

Category description displayed at the top of this page

Save Changes

A Continue li Preview Store

Click on ‘Add Category Page’

You will be asked to give it a title.

Name it something related to the Amazon products you will want to promote on your site.
E.g. if your site was about cameras, you may want a category called ‘Camera Accessories.

Once you have created and named a category you simply need to decide which products you want to
put in to that category to sell.

Add products

You can add individual products one by one to your AStore, or you can add entire categories.

— Add products by Amazon.co.uk category 3 e

|_Select an Amazon Category |

e.g. above I have selected to add products by Amazon category, they’re pretty good at categorising
the products on the main site, so this is a good starting point.

Click on ‘Select an Amazon Category’

|_Select an Amazon Category |

Continued over...
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A box should appear that looks like this:

Automatically select products from the following
Amazon.com category.

Selected:

Baby

Beauty

Books

Car & Motorbike
Classical Music
Clothing
Computers
Computer & Video Games
DIY & Tools
DVD

Electronics
Home & Garden

V

| Include all subcategories for this category

Only include products in this category that contain these
keywords. Learn more?

You need to find the category that your website is most closely related to, and then go in to that
category to find the ultra-relevant sub category from which you want the products to appear on your
store...

E.g. I might pick ‘Electronics’ and then ‘Photography’ and then ‘Accessories.

Selected: Accessories
All Categories
Electronics
Photography
Accessories

In this instance, all of the products listed on Amazon in that category will be added to your store.

When you've added all of the subcategories youd like to you can click on ‘Continue’

| Continue Q
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Your next job is to design how your site looks.

You will be directed to a page that looks something like this:

Edit Color & Design

9

Custormize the look and fee! of your store by selecting the color theme, specifying the store title and including a link to your loge. The loge will appear next to

the store Btie. Learn more?

Select and customize theme

A

B
My Associates Store

W Shosping Cact

Font: | verdars Bl

C  Content background color
. owec

D, Body text
Test coior: [ “oocooo
Font: | Vesdana 3]
E  Link color
| ST

# Enable rounded comers?

E
Microsoft Orfice 2010 Easpersiy Intemet Adobe Photoshon
Home snd Student. J  Secunty 2001, JPC L Elemaents § (PC/Mac)
E i Year Subscnots J

£22.97

You can use the themes given - you should try to find one closest to the template you've decided to

use on your site.

If you want to change colours and fonts you can do so on the left where a menu appears looking like

this:
Theme

- Brick ¥

Edit CSS | Shared Themes

A Page background color

E7E4DO

B_ Headers
Text color: _

Font: | Verdana

) Trrerer

-4

Background: ! ' 206BA2 ]

C Content background color

FFFFFF

D Body text
Text color:

Font: | Verdana

000000

B

E Link color
B 2oesa2

¥ Enable rounded corners?

59

Continued over...



YOUR BRILLIANT WEBSITE

Uncheck ‘show Store header’ as it will interfere with the header on your website.

ure Store Header

Show store header

Then click ‘Continue,
| Continue g-

That’s it. Simple. Your store is created.
You now have a choice to make.

The simplest is that you chose ‘Simple link to my store as a standalone site’ This will give you a link
you can use anywhere you like from your site to your shop. If anyone buys anything from the store,
you get a commission, it’s as simple as that.

Specify how you would like to embed your store into your Web site

@ Simple link to my store as a standalone sit
Embed my store using an inline frame. Lea org
Embed my store using a fromeset. Learn more

tip ) astone amaren.co.uk photeditsahtr - 21

Highikght HTML

The downside to this simple method is that it will appear to your users as if they are leaving your
website when visiting your store.

That’s why I would recommend the second option:

Embed your AStore using an inline frame

An ‘inline frame’ is a way to embed your AStore into any existing or new page on your website. This
method of embedding your AStore will appear to your visitors as if the AStore is part of your site and
enable them to shop without leaving your site.

+ Create a new page or select the existing page on your site into which you would like to embed
your AStore.

o Select Embed your AStore using an inline frame in the above Get Link form.
o Click the Highlight HTML button and copy the selected code.

o Then paste the code into the HTML of the page you selected in step 2. Note: to do this you will
need to switch the method of writing your post to HTML/Code rather than the visual editor.
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57 Add New Post

Publi

Save Drafl

Status: Draft £
Upload/Insert = & A {3 Visua) B Visibility: Publ

b i | link b-quote det ins img ul ol |Ii code more lookup close tags [54] Publish imi

Move to Trash

Categories

All Categorir

() Uncategr
Word count: 0

Excerpt

Excerpts are optional hand-crafted summaries of your content that can be used in your theme. Learn more about manual excerpts.

o Add a “Store” link to your site’s main navigation that links to the page containing your AStore.

You can then link to that store from anything at all that you post on to your website... and start mak-
ing some real money from your brand new site.

Continued over...
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AFTERWORD

And that’s it. If you've followed the advice set out in this manual you should have your site up and
see traffic start to arrive very soon.

Remember, you can use this advice to set up any sort of site you like, be it one to help boost an exist-
ing business, start a new online money-making venture or a personal site to capture your thoughts
on a holiday or hobby.

This manual should give you the freedom to choose.

You won't ever have to worry about hiring expensive web developers and you’ll have the control to
make any changes to your site whenever you want to.

I do look forward to seeing some of your websites.

The best of luck, not that you'll need it.

Sam Goodall

Continued over...
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